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A reflection from our vicar

Surprised by Peace, Hope, Joy and Love* Romans5:1-11

A 15-year-old boy heard Romans 5:1-11 read in church and was struck by the phrase — ‘peace
with God’. God was speaking to him, though he didn’t then realise it.

At home in his small Gideon’s Bible he read, “... since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand.’
Despite not fully understanding, it sounded good, like everything had been done. His concern about his fate on
judgment day was lifting as he read.

He continued excitedly, ‘And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God’. More positive uplifting thoughts. Then “..
Not only so but we rejoice in our sufferings, because ... suffering produces perseverance; perseverance character; and
character, hope.” ‘Hope’ struck a chord. This is what he longed for. It got better: ‘And hope does not disappoint us, ...”
Disappointment was also an anxiety. Could anyone really be sure of God’s acceptance of them? “...because God has
poured out his love into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.” All of this was so positive and
confident - no hint of doubt or judgment. It covered peace, hope, joy and love. What teen would not be drawn by
such elevated emotions - all that one could desire from life?

Yet how was this possible? In seeming anticipation of this question, the writer says, ‘You see, at just the right time,
when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly.’ That described me — powerless — certainly in this matter
(you guessed it — yes, it was me). And there was more, as the writer spelt out the extraordinariness of what had
taken place. ‘Very rarely will someone die for a righteous person, though for a good person someone might possibly
dare to die.”

Just yesterday | heard of a Greek priest and mayor in WW2 Nazi-occupied Greece, who gave up their lives in
protection of the local Jews. ‘But God demonstrates his love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for
us.” That settled it. | was soon sharing about this newfound peace in a youth service, little knowing that God had so
much more to reveal over the ensuing years of his love and purpose — the foundation of ongoing peace, joy

and hope.

What is your story?

God bless,
Wayne *(with apologies to C.S. Lewis)
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