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Wayne’s  

Words 
A reflection from our vicar 

 

David – ‘A Man After God’s Own Heart’ 1 Samuel 16:1-13 

 

Enter stage left – David. 

The Old Testament follows a pattern. As one door closes, another door opens. 

Israel had demanded that God give them a king ‘like the nations.’ Through the prophet Samuel, God gave them Saul, 

the tallest man in Israel. However, inwardly Saul was an insecure man. He started well, but he was more concerned 

with his approval rating with people than with God. Jealousy ultimately destroyed him. As his kingship came under 

God’s judgment, God sought for a new king – ‘a man after God’s own heart’ 1 Sam 13:14. 

So Samuel was led to Jesse who had seven sons. Samuel presumed the eldest son, tall like Saul, was the Lord’s 

chosen. But God said not to judge by the outward appearance, for God looks on the heart. After God rejected all six 

sons, it emerged that there was the youngest son out with the sheep. ‘Send for him. We will not sit down till he 

arrives’ Samuel directed. So David came and was instantly anointed for future kingship. 

In time David rose to become the most successful of Saul’s commanders. He was a cult hero, a celebrity who the 

women sang songs about. He was also a poet and musician - the writer of many psalms. He was a man of passionate 

prayer and earnest trust in God. He was filled with the Holy Spirit in a way unique in the Old Testament. Prophetic 

and priestly, after many testings he eventually became King. As a warrior king he brought Israel rest from all its 

enemies and at God’s direction established his son Solomon as his successor. 

God promised David that there would always be a king from his descendants. With Israel’s exile and the demise of 

the kingship, this hope became focussed on a future king - the Son of David – a title attributed to Jesus as he entered 

Jerusalem on Palm Sunday. The door that appeared closed on Davidic kingship for centuries opened afresh with the 

coming of Jesus. In like manner the door of hope that died with Jesus on Good Friday gloriously opened wide with 

his triumphant resurrection on what we call Easter Sunday!  

What disappointment or crushed expectations are weighing on you? What door appears to have closed? Wait, trust, 

walk forward in faith. Pray to recognise the door that God is opening to you for your joy and his glory, through you. 

God bless you, 

Wayne  

  

  

  

  

  


