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A reflection from our vicar

Becoming More Like Jesus John 11

11 John 11 presents us with a dilemma.

Jesus was informed that his friend Lazarus was sick yet waited two days before going to him. Jesus told his disciples
that Lazarus’ sickness would not end in death, but would be “for God’s glory...” Yet before leaving he told his disciples
plainly that Lazarus was dead, and that for their sake he was glad he was not there, so that they might believe. Jesus
clearly had an agenda.

Jesus always appears in control. He does not react to others’ expectations. He is not a compulsive ‘rescuer’. Yet he
does rescue. He exhibits a freedom that is also compassionate and wise. This is related to his foreknowledge of both
events and their purpose in God’s scheme of things — particularly concerning himself.

Where does Jesus get such an advantage from, since in the Scriptures we are repeatedly assured that Jesus was fully
human? (See Heb 2:14-18, 4:15; Phil 2:6-8)

Jesus reveals the key in Jn 5:19-20. ‘The Son can do nothing by himself; he can only do what he sees the Father
doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does. For the Father loves the Son and shows him all he does.’

This is a key for us. How did the Father show the Son? How did Jesus receive such knowledge?

There were rare instances where God spoke aloud — at Jesus’ baptism and transfiguration. His mother also would
surely have shared the prophetic events and words surrounding his infancy.

Jesus gained foreknowledge through the Scriptures. On the road to Emmaus, ‘beginning with Moses and all the
Prophets he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.’

He was filled with the Holy Spirit ‘without limit” at his baptism (Jn 3:34) and frequently retreated from the crowds to
pray to his Father.

Jesus shows us how we too can walk in such a compassionate freedom. Nurture an intimacy with God in times of
absorbing prayer. Receive revelation through prayerful reflection on the Scriptures. Put faith into action. This
requires a choice - to make a priority of such practices, learning from and with others, and hungering for the ‘more’
that is promised by Jesus. (Mt 5:6, Jn 14:12) The world desperately needs those who will dedicate themselves to
walk in Jesus’ footsteps, daily learning from and leaning on the Master. Will you and | dare to be such a one?

God bless you,
Wayne
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