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Palm Sunday Reflection 

On 11 December 1917, General Edmund Allenby entered Jerusalem on foot to accept the Turkish surrender of the 

city. He did this out of respect for the holiness of the city and in contrast to Kaiser Wilhelm II of Germany who in 

1898 entered on a white horse. 

Jesus was undoubtedly a major factor in the inspiration behind Allenby’s gesture, having entered Jerusalem on a 

colt, the foal of a donkey. In doing so Jesus fulfilled the prophecy of Zechariah about Israel’s coming king and was 

hailed by the exultant crowd as Son of David, king of Israel, one who would proclaim peace to the nations. 

The nature of Jesus’ entry showed, however, the nature of his kingship. He had come not to be served, but to serve 

and to give his life as a ransom for many. As Paul described, he did not count equality with God something to be 

clung on to, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant … becoming obedient unto death. 

Jesus was clearly under no illusion of what awaited him in Jerusalem. The raising of Lazarus from the grave not long 

before had both attracted many to believe Jesus was Messiah as well as provoke the High Priest and his followers to 

determine that Jesus must die. Having set his face toward Jerusalem (Lk 9:51), Jesus determinedly followed through 

with the plan of the Father.  

Familiarity with the story can rob us the awe at the incomprehensible reality that the God and Creator of all the 

universe entered his creation in such humility and exposed himself to the worst that corrupted human nature could 

do to him. Yet he did so purely out of love for us. 

‘Lord, help me to daily walk in grateful, joyful and determined obedience to you, trusting in the help of the Holy 

Spirit to reflect your truth and love in all I think, say and do—to your glory. Amen.’ 

Every blessing for Holy Week. 

Wayne  

 

  

  

  

  
  

  

 


