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A reflection from our vicar

Jesus’ Unanswered Prayer: ‘May They Be One’

" InJohn 17 Jesus prays for his disciples to be one.
Such unity is to reflect the love of the Father for the Son, as the disciples themselves are imbued
with this same love. Its source is the Holy Spirit who has been given to us by the Father through Jesus.

Jesus’ prayer is necessarily two-pronged, for this Christ honouring unity will be opposed. Jesus recognised that Satan
would do all in his power to disrupt this unity, for it is a powerful source of blessing and of witness to the world. So,
Jesus also prayed for our protection from the evil one.

Satan is described as the father of lies, the accuser, the destroyer, the thief. He delights in stirring up human conflict
and division, inflaming our desires and our presumed grievances and hurts, inciting our rage as we blame one
another and justify ourselves.

James wisely counsels us to ‘Be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry, for human anger does not
achieve God'’s righteous purpose.’

Paul also warns us, saying, ‘In your anger do not sin ... do not give the devil a foothold.’

Anger is in a sense a secondary emotion. It is the visible tip of the iceberg. Beneath it are emotions of fear, guilt,
pride, poor self-worth, rejection, unresolved hurts, unforgiveness — a whole raft of possible emotions that when not
acknowledged can erupt in anger and rage.

It is important, as people of the truth who are called to love, that we ask honest questions of our own anger and its
source. We need also to ask what may be going on in the lives of others who are angry at us or somehow provoke
anger in us.

Our indigenous brothers and sisters have a concept called ‘Dadirri’, meaning deep listening.

Can we slow down enough to listen to the inner voice of the Spirit, to listen to others and have the humility and trust
in God to face the truth of our own need and sin? For there is one we can trust who shed his blood so that we need
no longer seek to justify ourselves or hold onto hurts and unforgiveness, for Jesus has carried all our sorrows and
sins. This is the source of unity - surrender to the one who has provided atonement — ‘at — one -ment’ - for our
wholeness and his glory.

God bless you,
Wayne

(References: Jn 17:9-23; James 1:19; Eph 4:26-27; |s 53:4-5).
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