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Life-Giving Change 

From gaining a new skill to re-directing the course of a nation, change takes time. In fact, we 

tend to be suspicious of change that happens overnight. Constructive change also takes 

intent. Just as a garden left to itself over time becomes a weed patch, so a weedy patch can 

only be transformed into a botanical wonder by skilful and knowledgeable planning. And 

planning involves strategy. Strategy describes the method and phases by which a plan is carried out. Jesus 

used planning and strategy to fulfil the intent of his ministry. 
 

Jesus was clear on his purpose. He came to seek and to save the lost and to give his life as a ransom for many. His 

strategy was to form around himself a band of disciples whom he taught as they travelled and lived together. 

Increasingly, he involved them in hands-on ministry, eventually sending them out to do what he had done. Following 

his death, resurrection, and ascension, he empowered them with the same Spirit who had empowered him. All this 

took time. 

We similarly endeavour to be led by Jesus. His purpose is ours – to seek and to save the lost – by directing them to 

the Saviour. To make disciples of all peoples, as Jesus told us to do, is another way of phrasing this. This doesn’t happen 

automatically. It requires intent and method, or strategy. And it takes time. 

Our Parish Council has been exploring a model for helping people come to know Jesus and grow as disciples. Our 

diocese has been using this model in training churches for the last decade: ‘Pathways to Discipleship’. Its basic premise 

is that people need time and relational connection to come to faith and grow as friends and servants of Jesus. This 

happens most effectively when individuals and churches make connections with people in a way that’s relevant to 

their stage in life and we build relationships that allow faith to develop in a natural way. 

The challenge for us at St Michael’s is firstly to identify the general demographic we are most realistically positioned 

to reach, then to find ways to enable people to connect and experience a sense of belonging. This gives a platform for 

inviting people to hear and embrace the gospel. These people then need the opportunity and means by which to grow 

in faith and service. This is a team effort involving the whole body of Christ. It is a labour of love, with the intention 

that people discover the love Jesus has for them. 

On Sunday 11 September after the church service, we will have opportunity to meet Ken Morgan, the key proponent 

and trainer for Pathways to Discipleship. Please come to hear from Ken and join a discussion about how this approach 

could be applied in our church and community. You are warmly invited. 

God bless you, 

Wayne 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



 
 St Michael’s Anglican Church 

28 Dalgetty Rd Beaumaris Vic 3193 
03 9589 3094 

www.beaumarisanglican.net 

  

 

  

  

  

  

  
  

  

 


