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Michael and All Angels 

Prayer on Earth Releases Power in Heaven 

This Sunday we celebrate Michael & All Angels, after whom our church is named. Michael is  

an intriguing figure in scripture. There are sparse references. He is called the Archangel 

Michael in the letter of Jude, 1:9. He is identified in Daniel 10 as the ‘prince’ of God’s people Israel, who was engaged 

in warfare with demonic hosts over nations, on behalf of Israel’s welfare. 

He further appears in Revelation 12 fighting against Satan and his angels in a battle that takes place in context of the 

coming of the Christ child. Satan was determined to destroy Christ from the start and so frustrate God’s plan of 

salvation. The obvious parallel on earth to this drama in the heavenlies was the rage of Herod in ordering the death of 

all two year old children in Bethlehem. 

Michael won this battle and as a result Satan and his angels (demons) were cast out of heaven onto the earth. In his 

fury, Satan proceeded to attack all who follow Christ and seek their destruction. John is writing Revelation in the 90s 

AD in the context of severe persecution of believers. Such persecution is occurring daily today especially in Africa, in 

Afghanistan and in Myanmar, North Korea and the Middle East. The ascended Jesus gave John a peek into the heavenly 

reality behind the experience of believers on earth. His purpose was to encourage them to persevere under great trials 

in the knowledge that Christ’s victory had already been won and that Satan’s end had been secured. 

Our part, as we see in Daniel (10: 1-2,12) and in Ephesians 6, is to be earnest and diligent in prayer, for prayer is the 

part that God has entrusted to us. I commend the Barnabas Magazine as an aid to praying for our persecuted brothers 

and sisters. You’ll find a copy on the table in the foyer. 

We are also called to put on the spiritual weapons of salvation: righteousness, faith, truth, the Word of God and the 

readiness to share the Gospel (Eph 6:10-20). Let us resist Satan’s discouragements and rise up in prayer and witness 

with confidence in our Lord and in the heavenly hosts of God’s messengers who, at God’s bidding, work to secure the 

salvation of those for whom we so earnestly pray. 

God bless you, 

Wayne 

  

  

 


