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Outstanding Women of the Bible 

We can easily be drawn into the idea that the Bible negatively stereotypes women when we 

read of Eve, Delilah and Jezebel. The picture given of them is that in increasing measure they 

take advantage of the weakness of the men who loved them, resulting in tragedy. 

But there is another side to the Bible’s testimony about women. The little-known story of Abigail is just one of 

them. Found in 1 Samuel 25, we read of a wealthy property owner, Nabal, from whom David’s men request provisions 

as they are fleeing from Saul and after they have watched over the safety of Nabal’s property. Nabal answers them 

with dismissive contempt. When news of this reaches David he quickly moves to take revenge. Nabal’s wife Abigail is 

told of what has happened and speedily arranges an abundance of provisions to be loaded on donkeys as she goes to 

meet David and his men, who are on their way to destroy Nabal’s household. Abigail’s quick action and humble and 

wise words to David prevent this disaster to her household and the guilt of innocent bloodshed for David. Soon after 

Abigail’s return home she reveals all that had transpired to her husband. Nabal has a seizure and soon dies. In a 

remarkable turn of events, Abigail became David’s wife. Sadly, David took other wives as well – this one could have 

saved him from much future grief if only he had paid more attention to her good judgment. 

Others in the Old Testament such as Deborah (Judges 5) and Hannah (1 Samuel 1) outshine the men who accompany 

them, and among those depicted in heroic light are Jael, Rahab, Ruth and Esther, to name a few. 

I conclude that, unconcerned with political correctness, the Bible shows both men and women with all their flaws 

and in their moments of greatness. Through both we see the gracious sovereignty of God as active in both judgment 

and mercy to bring about his saving purposes on the earth.  

What might God do through you and me as we bring our flawed yet willing selves to him, yielded to his purposes to 

be strengthened by his power and grace? 

 God bless you, 

Wayne 

  

  

 


